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SEN Evidence of Need 
 

Evidence of Need 
 
The Local Authority has a statutory duty to review the specialist provision available for 
children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), 
whilst also ensuring that there are sufficient specialist places available to meet the 
needs of the growing SEND population. 
 
Bradford District has experienced a significant increase in demand for Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision over the last 10 years. It is 
projected that demand will continue to grow across all sectors.  
 
All the available data shows that there will be an on-going need to provide specialist 
provision for early years, primary and secondary phase children and young people 
with a range of special educational needs and disabilities throughout the Bradford 
District. 
 
Our modelling clearly indicates that additional specialist places are required to be 
developed over the coming years in response to continued growth in the number of 
EHCPs and wider demographic changes in the school population.  As can be seen 
throughout the report, there are many variables that affect the current and future 
projections of required specialist places in order to meet the needs of children and 
young people with SEND across the Bradford District.   
 
Several of the below variables are referred to: 
 

• There is a significant number of children and young people across the 
Bradford District on SEND Support.  Projections show that a proportion of 
this cohort will transfer onto a EHCP in the future, therefore increasing the 
overall EHCP cohort. 

• Increase in the number of EHCPs 
• Increase in the number of EHCP assessments 
• High level of occupancy in established specialist places 

 
We forecast that once a child or young person has moved into the EHCP cohort they 
will remain in that cohort unless they move out of the district.  By analysing the flow of 
children and young people across each stream of SEND provision we forecast that 
there will be an increase in the number of children and young people that will require 
access to a specialist place. 
 
Using a growth model for EHCPs based on Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA), 
census and other intelligence data including the SEND Data Dashboard, the Local 
Authority projects that the numbers of EHCPs in Bradford will continue to increase. By 
calculating the number of children with an EHCP currently taking up a specialist place 
by type of provision, we can project the number of additional places required in the 
medium term. 
 
Our modelling clearly indicates that additional SEND specialist places are required to 
be developed in response to the continued growth in the numbers of children and 
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young people with EHCPs. 
 
Our forecast is regularly updated and tested against the latest available data including 
the tracking of the SEND cohort throughout all phases of education. 
The total number of Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) for 0-25 year olds 
across the Bradford District was recorded as 4,842 on 1st October 2021. This has 
increased from 4547 recorded in October 2020 and 3,673 recorded at January 2019.   
 
The number of requests for Education, Health and Care Assessments was recorded 
at 953 between September 2020 and September 2021.  This was an increase of 16.5% 
from the 818 requests for assessment received between September 2019 and 
September 2020. 
 
Of the 4,842 children and young people (recorded as at 1st October 2021) with an 
EHCP, 3,317 or 68.5% were of statutory school age. The SEND cohort across the 
Bradford district is predominantly male, this being the trend nationwide.  
 
The number of children and young people with an EHCP within the Bradford district 
continues to rise year on year, above both regional and national averages.   
 
The high levels of occupancy of the current specialist provisions demonstrates that 
there is a need to develop more specialist provisions across the district in order to 
meet current and future demand.  The development of further specialist provisions 
will ultimately reduce the reliance on placing children and young people with SEND, 
within more expensive specialist provisions outside of our Local Authority.  
 
Using a growth model for EHCPs based on JSNA, census and other intelligence 
data including the SEND Data Dashboard, we project that the number of EHCPs in 
Bradford will continue to increase.  We can project the number of additional 
specialist places required in the medium term by taking an average of the forecast 
data over the coming two years which projects the increases as follows: 
 

• The number of primary aged children with an EHCP will rise by 5.47% 
each year. 

• The number of secondary aged children and young people with an EHCP 
will rise by 10.49% each year. 

 
From this, our current projection is that we will require an additional 100 to 120 
specialist places between the academic year of 2021 to 2022.  With these places 
being delivered across the Special School sector, Resourced Provisions and 
EYESPs.   
 
Our projections further show that we will need to increase specialist places again for 
both the academic years 2022 to 2023 and 2023 to 2024 by 100 to 120 places each 
year. This is the minimum number of specialist places required to be developed in 
order to meet demand and to control (not increase reliance) on more expensive out 
of authority placements.  
 
The three most prevalent primary needs recorded for children and young people with 
an EHCP in the Bradford district are: 
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• Communication and Interaction Inc. Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)  
• Speech, Language and Communication needs (SLCN) 

 
The three most prevalent primary needs recorded for children and young people with 
an EHCP currently accessing a Bradford Special School Place are: 

• Communication and Interaction Inc. Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
• Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) 
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)  

 
The Local Authority’s data continues to evidence that a number of key pressure 
points exist across the district. In order to address the key pressure points, we have 
identified that the following additional provision is required: 
Additional Resourced Provision places for: 
 

• Primary aged children with SEMH 
• Primary aged children with Communication and Interaction including ASD 
• Secondary aged children and young people with Communication and 

Interaction including ASD 
• Secondary aged children and young people with SEMH 
• EYESP places 

 
The development of a new Early Years Enhanced Specialist Provision for 10-part 
time places at Hirst Wood Nursery School will go towards easing some of these 
pressures.


